




Is it for me?
What is involved?



More LC/MS samples need to be analyzed per day.  Many samples
contain complex matrices.  Removing the matrix can 1) reduce ion
suppression from salts, 2) keep the MS sample cone clean longer, 3)
reduce background ions.  This can lead to greater detection
sensitivity.

For some basic analytes, a gradient separation at high pH is better
for peak shape and resolution than acidic pH.  The availability of solid
phase extraction and analytical columns that are stable from pH 1 to
12 and can withstand rapid pressure changes (0 to 4000 psi)
increases possibilities for methods development.

With column switching valves and flow programming, it is possible to
perform on-line sample cleanup and fast gradient separations with
cycle times of 3 to 5 minutes.  Rapid equilibration and off-line column
regeneration can decrease cycle time.
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